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Hindu civilisation. The hardships of life in camp
and forest are called austerity. The sight of grass
and trees is called worship. And the soothing and
peace that come of a glimpse of a great river is held
a step on the road to salvation, and the freeing of
the souL

How did this passion for nature become fixed and
ritualised* in the series of the year's fasts and feasts ?
Here opens out a field of most fruitful study. A
fixed system of universal consent, in matters such as
these, always presupposes some central authority,
which persisted long enough not only to pronounce
authentically on disputable matters, but also to radi-
ate as custom what had been thus determined. This
central authority existed in India, as the empdre
whose seat for nearly a thousand years was Patali-
putra. By its rulings was Hinduism, in so far as it
is universal throughout the country, shaped and
determined, and in order to know exactly what this
was in its daily working, it would be necessary to
study in detail^ worships of Madras and the South.
For here we have, more or less in its purity, tiie
Hinduism which grew up, antithetically to Buddhism,
during the Buddhist period* It differs in many wa$B
from that of Bengal since there the faith went
thrcmgh a much longer period of elaboration. Pata-
liputra was succeeded by Gour, the <3Kiptasby the
Sens, and in the year AJX 728 Adisur Sen, Empetor